
Environment protection post Brexit 

The EU set a level playing field for fairness, trade, sustainability and development across 

all member states.  With the uncertainty following Brexit, we seek assurance that the 

British people will not lose those protections currently afforded by our membership of the 

EU under the new British government.   

We are particularly concerned that the habitat protection directives, pollution limits and 

climate change mitigation are under threat from Britain exiting the European Union.  

EU legislation has placed binding safety limits concerning the environment including: 

- Air and water quality 

- Pesticide and herbicide regulations 

- Defined standards for food production 

- Standards regarding hazardous substances, radioactive waste, recycling, 

construction,  

- GMOs, and 

- Animal welfare. 

To safeguard our future interests our questions and concerns are: 

1. What sort of Brexit will the UK have?   

o Does the UK Government intend to join Norway and Iceland and play a part in 

the European Economic Area (EEA)?  Would this enable Britain to influence EU 

policy debates?   

o What other post Brexit models are being considered?  

o Will the UK Government abide by the terms of the 1972 European Communities 

Act? 

 

2. New Legislation  

o Will the UK Government commit itself to put in place at least equivalent 

legislation that protects our environment for people and the planet? 

 

3. Climate Change 

o The UK appears to be on course to fail its emission targets set for 2020. 

Government emphasis is no longer on incentivising renewable technologies but 



has given incentives for nuclear and fossil fuels production. How does the latter 

fit with reduction of CO2? 

o What measures does the UK Government intend to put in place to meet the 

2020 targets?   

o How will it work with its EU neighbours on climate change? 

o Does the UK Government have a policy to replace old housing stock and ensure 

that all new build properties are built to carbon neutral specifications? 

 

4. Trans Atlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) 1 

o Post Brexit, what is the stance of the British Government regarding TTIP?   

o Will the UK Government seize the Brexit opportunity to abandon this trade 

agreement?  

 

5. Food production 

o The pound has fallen to a 31 year low and rates are forecast to get much worse.  

If this continues we could see a significant price increase of imported food.  

Britain no longer has the capacity to be self sufficient in food production, 

producing only 60%, with over 30% coming from Europe and beyond. What is 

the government’s policy to mitigate these price hikes? 

o Does the UK Government intend to uphold the EU ban on GMOs 

o What is the UK Government’s current policy on banning Glyphosate in Britain? 

o Does the UK Government have an alternative policies to replace the Common 

Agricultural Policy and the Common Fishery Policy?  

 

6. Air quality 

o Air pollution in Devizes already exceeds current EU limits.  There is precious  

little action taken  to rectify the problem posed to our health. Will the 

government uphold the EU limits on pollution?   

o What is the UK Government’s policy to address air pollution especially from 

traffic? 

o What action will the UK Government take to reverse the cuts in public transport 

in Wiltshire 
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1 This question has since been satisfactorily addressed, but superseded by various other 

international trade agreements that are being incubated by the UK government. 
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